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+ NOTIFIC YTION. 

The following Petitiin was: presents 
ed by Lord ,Cocurane;on ‘Tuesday 
last, aud tr part read, to the! ** Ho- 
noutable, Heuse’?: , but! the startled 
ears of its) Anditors could notcendure 
the whole of it. dt 'appeats tohawebeen |} 
especially grating to the edrs,ef ohe 
Mr. FAZAKERLEY, the sdund of whose | 
extraordinary nahie might, oné would. 


ition of your humble Petitioner, before 
‘he closes ‘this his Petition, to declare 
most explicitly: ‘to your Honourable 
House, that, in certain’ contingencies 
to’be by him mentioned, it: is his re. 
6 oo opportunity serving, to em. 
ploy’ such) resistance tothe utmost 
Lof his power, and also to urge, advise, 
and aid others, his countrymen, to.em- 
iploy’ such’ resistance, he thinks itright, 


think,, reconcile him to the hedtiag of | first, to state to your Honourable 


any thing... In the .midst.of it, ,there- 
fore, he luckily discovered that there 
were notso many as forty pair of ears 
in the House, a number by no, means 
suficient to sustain the shock,of so 
trenjendous a volley. Quarter ' being. 
thus demanded, the firing ceased ; 
but, were, it only to, vindicate the cou- 
rage of the Members present, the, Pub- 
lisher hopes .he is justified. in calling } 
upon, the, Public to hear out for,’ 
certainly, so powerful a Battery:,was ' 
vever before spened on so.smalla party | 
of the Enemy, or.on 86 rairious a 


| House. it 


ee *) -’ “4 


To THE Honour ABLE se Coil) | 
mons of THE. Unurep, Kina- 
pom.or Great Bairarn AnD 
Trenanp,, 1N., ParuraMenrt | 
ASSEMBLED» | ; 

| The Petition of William: Cob- 
'! s bebettof Botley, Habts, now 
‘residing: in Queen's» County | 
in’'the State of NewYork, 
this 24th of Maret) eee 

Most hamBly sheweth,;*°| » 

That yoo? Petitioner'is well aware; 
that »your " Hoiourable.° Huuse> must 
fully recognize Hescetance of Opprese 
sion to be the birth-right of every*sub2 
jeet of the kings berm ini the British: Do~ 


House, the notivns which he has im+ 


bibed from Jaw and history relative to 
the’ nature’ of Oppression aud to: the 
time ant* mode of Resistanee 5: be- 
cause, ‘ia: this case as in all others; ' to 


pnatarally lead to erroneous’ concli- 
sions and unjust: de-ds ; and because, 
-in-a matter of such inoment, your Pe.’ 
titioner is ‘uncommonly anxious -to 


as: substantial' justice for; the ground. 
work »of ‘the determination which; be 
‘intends to commanicate, in,the most 
solemn’ manier, to yous Honourable 
‘Hobtise. 

As to the nature:of Dopsenieve in, 
tits peliticah sense, it wppears, to. your 
Petitioner, that this; scourgy of man. 
kind ‘exists, when;a, people, or any, 
‘pact of a people, is.unjustly, and cru- 


‘the'fewy.or by 2, single oppressor,, pr 


against the will of prodigal and upfeel- 
"ipgerglars the bnbdietinek pane mer ns of 





inintons:; (butjithatyas itis the: intem 
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err in premises and principles must‘) 


+ show; thatche has '‘clear/reasow as well . 


elly treated by, those who haxe, the | 
powers of government. in their hands.» ,, 
‘It is a doing of wrong.to, fhemany; by. « 


‘tyrant. Baty this species, of ;wrong : 
assumes @ , more, definite character, | 
whemit proceeds from or isagcompar:. 
nied: with, a subversion, whether jby ,. 
forcesor by, fraud, of the fandamental . 
‘laws@f,the Jand, and especially, of, 
‘such, part,.of those. laws)as , protect ., 
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the people. Most fortunately, how- 
ever, for your humble Petitioner, the: 
deficicucy in his capacity adequately 


Petition oF Wititiam Conpett. 


| 
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and that great numbérs of those per. 


“sons. actualty suffered death for their 


adherence to him ;. that is-to say, for 


to describe the true character of Op-/ their remaining faithful tothe King to 


pression is amply supplied by the writ... 
ten laws of his country, and to those 


laws, therefore, he begs leave to be- 
seech the attention of your Honour- 
able House. 

It is well known to your Honour- 
able House, that king James the Se- 
condowas in lawful possession of the 
throne in the year 1688; that he was 
resisted in the exercise of his power 
by his subjects; that his daughter 
anid his son-in-law were crowned king 
and queen in his stead; that his sons, 
the lineal heirs to the crown, and also 
their issue, were set aside for ever ; 
that, the succession failing in his 
daughters, the lineal heritage of the 


Crown was transferred to the House 


of Brunswick ; and that this series of 
events was, and is, called a Glorious 
Revolution. 

Your Petitioner need not remind 
your Honourable House, that, in 
themscives, these doings were treason- 
uble ; that they were in direct violation 
of the rights of king James as settled 
by the laws and usages of the realm; 
aud that they were justifiable on no 
other ground than that Resistance 
of Oppression is a right inherent with 
every people, who, when the social 
compact is violated, and set at defiance 
by their rulers, have a right to take 
into their own “hands the powers of 
ruling, and, in adopting, or appoint- 
ing, éther rulers, (Oo make such ¢on- 
ditions with them as the circumstances 


of the case may appear to the people to’ 


be wise and proper. 

Nevertheless, your Honourable 
House #ill, your Petitioner is persua- 
ded, be ready to allow, that the pun- 
ishment of king James, descending as 
it did to‘his heirs, was signally severe ; 
especially ‘when your Honourable 
House shall be pleased to recollect, 


that many of his natural bori’ sub.) 
jects, who thought him ill-treated, | 


and who adhered to him accordingly, 


whom they had been boand by-oaths 
of allegiance, and tu have rebelled op 
conspired against whom would, alittle 
while before, have brought them to 
the gallows, or the block.’ If any 
where, then ;-if'in the conduct of any 
king, or other: rater, in: Ruglanil, 
proofs of Oppression are to ‘be found, 
it surely must be in the conduct of g 
king who was thus punished’ for his 
oppressive decds. These oppressive 
deeds your Petitioner, therefore, hum. 
bly prays to be permitted to tecite 
to your’ Honourable House, from the 
Act of Parliament in which they. are 
distinctly. enumerated and set. ‘forth, 
which Act was passed in the’ year 
1688, and in the second session of the 
first year of the reign of king William 
and Queen Mary, the said’ ename- 
ration being in the following words; 
towit: | i od 

“ Whereas the late King James the 
“ Second, by the assistance of divers 
** evil Counsellors, Judges, and) Minis- 
“ters employed by him, did éndeavour 
* to subvert and extirpate the  Protes- 
“ tant Religion, and the Laws and Liber- 
“ ties of this Kingdom. ._ 

*‘ ist. By assuming and exercising a 
“* Power of dispensing-with and suspend- 
“ ing of Laws, and’ the Execution of 
« Laws, without consent of Parliament. 

“gud. By cqmmitting, and ° prose- 
“ cuting divets worthy Prelates,forhum- 
* bly petitioning to ‘be excused from 
“ concurring to the said assumed Power. — 

“ Srd. By issuing aod causing to be 
“ executed a Commission under the 
“ Great Seal for erecting a Court calied, 
“ The Court of Commissioners for Eccle- 
* siastical Causes. 

“ 4th. By levying money for and to 
“ the use of the Crown, by the Pretence 
‘“‘ of Prerogative, for other Time, and in 
“ other Manner, than the same was grant: 
“4 ed by Parliament, 





were proceeded against as draitors ; “in time of Peace, without consent of 


| 5th. By. raising and keeping 9 
‘© Standing Army wishin this Kingdom 
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“ Parliament, and quartering soldiers 
«contrary to Law. 

“6th By causing several good Sub- 
« jects, being Provestants, to be disarmed, 
‘atthe same trme when Papists were 
* beth armed and employed, contrary 
‘* to Law. 

‘o7th: By violating the freedom of 
“ Blectiow of Members to serve in Par- 
‘* liament. 

“8th. By prosecutions in the Court 
“of King’s Bench, for matters and 
causes Cognizable only in Parliament; 
‘Cand by divers other arbitrary and ille- 
“* gal Courses. 

oth’ And whereas of late years, 
“ partial, corrupt, and unqualified per- 
“sons, trave been returned and served 
“on Juries in Trials, and particularly 
‘“‘ divers Jurors in Trials for High Trea- 
“¢ son, which were no Free-halders. 

“10th Andexces:ive Bail hath been 
“required of persons committed in 
** criminal Cases, to elude the benefit 
‘tof the Laws made for the Liberty of 
** the Subjects. 

“ith. And. excessive, fines bave 
‘‘ been imposed; and illegal and cruel 
** punishments inflicted, 

** 12th. And several grants and pro- 
‘* mises made of fines and forfeitures, 
* befure any conviction or Judgment 
“against the persons, upon whom the 
*« same were levied, 

‘© Ali waich are utterly and directly 
‘¢ contrary to the known Laws and Sta- 
“* tutes, and Freedom of this Realm.” 

These, then, were the misdeeds of 
king James the Second; these were 
his acts of Oppression; this was the 
oppression for which he and his heirs 
in the right line were so severely pu- 
nished; this was the oppression for 
having adhered to him after which 
many hundreds and thousands of his 
subjects were punished with loss of es- 
tate, loss of liberty, and loss of life. 

Far be it from the heart and mind of 

our humble Petitioner te eritertain 
the thought, that, as far, at least, as re- 
lated to the king and his family, this 
measure of punishment was too great; 
for, as your humble Petitioner will, by 
and by, beg to be’ permitted humbly 
to show ta your, Honourable House, 


-_ 


: 





the maxims and precedents of all na. 
tions and the Word of God itself agree 
ia sanctioning the utmost severity 
against tyrants, under what style or 
title soever they have existed or been 
described. But, your humbl. Peti- 
tioner, concurring in the principles of 
these wise maxims and precedents, and 
acknowledging, as he fully does, that 
the measures adopted and persevered 
in against king James and ‘his heirs 
were fully necessary, cannot refrain 
from begging permission to express his 
belief, that those principles were and 
are immutable; that they must be, at 
all times, fit to be entertained and che- 
rished ; that, circumstances calling for 
it, there is no time when their applica. 
tion. may uot be consistent with patri- 
otism, morality, real religion, and es- 
pecially with the laws of England. 
Your Petitioner cannot bring his mind 
to endure the idea, that the things, 
which amounted to oppression in 1688, 
are not always to be deemed as amount- 
ing to Oppression. ‘He can discover 
neither justice nor sense in the povishe 
ment of King James if, at a subse- 
queut period, no man, and no body of 
men, are, for similar, or greater op- 
pression, to be liable to punishment 
of any description. If nothing was, 
for ever after, tu be deemed oppres- 
sion, your Petitioner would see, in the 
events of 1688, a subject of laimenta- 
tion and of the deepest shame, dis. 
grace, and infamy, instead of a Glo- 
rious Revolution. If prodigality, ex- 
tortions, acts of cruelty, defiance aud 
subversion of the laws; if these, all 
uniting, and each existing in the high- 
est degree, were never, thenrefurth, to 
be deemed Oppression, the transac. 
tions in 1688 would, to the plain un. 
derstanding of your humble Petitioner, 


j|appear to have been a tissue of sedi- 


tions, conspiracies, treasous, robberies 
and murders; and, as the inevitable 
result of this reasoning, he should re- 
gard the present King, noc.as his law- 
ful Sovereign, but as an usurper of the 
throne of the heirs of king James the 
Second. 

But, melts» direct!y contrary 
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opinion with regard to the immutabi. 
lity of the principles on which ‘hy 

ovolution of, 1688 was found d; 
knowing that that Rovolution, was, in 
its motives and result, consonant to 
the dictates of natural justice as weil 
as to the fundamental, principles 
of the laws; and usages, of England 
your humble Petitioner acknowledges, 
that he owes true and faithful allegi- 
ance to His Majesty the now king,; 
yet, while he makes this acknowledge- 
ment, and trusts that, he comprehends 
with sufficicnt clearness the high and 


solemn obligations which that allegi- }. 


ance imposes, he can never separate 
from those obligations the principles 
on which -the. allegiance, itself. is 
founded. al | 

It appearing, then, manifest to your | 


humble Petitioner, that Oppression BLY 


always the same thing, in, whatsoever 
time and by whomsoever. practised ; 
that its character is not Jess hateful. in 
this thau in any;former age; that nei- 
ther its qualities nor the legality of re- 
sisting it can be changed by the lapse 
of time, or by any. difference. in, the 
number or title or rank of, the persons 
who put it in force ; that others as well 
as kings can be oppressors ; that. the | 
lawful king himself may suffer from | 
oppression in company with his sub- 
jects; and that,, whensoever, and 
wheresoever found, to exist, and from 
whatsoever hand proceeding, the right. 
of resisting it must always accompany 
its existence : these positions being, in, 
the mind of your hnmble Pétitioner, | 
plain and settled truths, he hegs. leave | 


to beseech the attention of your ‘Ho-} 


nourable Housé, while he endeavours, | 
through the means of a comparative 
enquiry, to arrive at-a correct so- 
‘tution of the question, whether,| 
‘according to the allegations and) 
‘charges, contained in the afore-recited! 
enumeration, which formed the only 
grounds of ‘the. expulsion of king! 
‘James und his heirs, Oppression does, 
‘or does not, now exist. in the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-| 
land. 


“ «J ‘ ; 
Putirion or WriuiAm CoBBETt. 
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aforementioned Act .of Parliament of 
1688, your Petitioner begs leave first 
to repeat the three leading charges 
against his Majesty, king James, 
which are in the. following words; to 
wit: 
“1, By assuming and exercising a 
‘6 power of dispensing withand suspend- 
“ing of Laws, and the Execution of 
“6 Laws, without consent of Parliament. 
“2. By committing aod prosecuting 
‘divers worthy Prelates, for humbly 
* petitioning to be excused from con- 
“ curring to the said assumed power, 
“<3. By issuing and capsing to he ex- 
“ ecuted a Commission under the great 


‘| ** Seal for erecting a Court called, The 


“ Court of Commissioners for Ectiesias 


1 ‘* ical Causes.” 


As'to the first ‘and third of these; 
your Petitioner has to observe, that 
nothing inthe present day can pos- 
sibly exist to’ afford any ground of 
comparison. The’ proceedings heré 
complained ef were wholly confined 
to‘ matters of religiin'; the ‘king was 
a Catholic, and, on that ground, was 
at variance with a great part’ of ‘the 
people.’ He'ehdéavoured to soften the 
operation of the penal laws against 
Catholics, and'also against all’Dissen- 
ters from the Establishéd Church. 
His acts in this respéct were uhlawfal ; 
hecarried the exercise of his kingly 
power too fat; but, in justice, it 
ought to be recollected, ‘that these 
acts were acts of toleration and ‘in- 
dulgence, and By ho means acts ‘of Op- 
ression ; by ‘no méans acts of eZtor- 
Céon or of cruelty, | 

As to OE howe charge, the impri- 
Sonment of ‘the ishops in the Tower, 
‘on a charge of Uibel, contained in a 
petition presented to him, and the 
causing of those Bishops to be indicted 
ahd ‘tried, as libellérs, in the Court of 
King’s Betich ; as to this charge, your 
‘Petitioner lias, untiappily, but too 
ample materials, afforded by the pre- 
sent’ day, for the drawing of a com- 
parison. It is en your Petitions 
humbly presumes, to ‘sappose, that, 





Pursuing the ordgr® adopted’ in the 


| Wf this was net the onli act of opptei- 
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sion of this kind, “cotamitted by kisg 
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James, such acts did not frequ‘"' 
occur. ia his reign, or, they would, 
at least, have made some figure in the 
enumeration of the king’s mis-deeds. 
But, as to’ the acts of this kind, com- 
mitted i in the present day, and within 
a very few years last past, the diffi. 
culty is to state to your Honourable 
House, not what has, but what has not, 
been done, hostile to the right of peti- 
tion, ancl under the pretence of pre- 
venting dibels. 

Your Petitioner attempts not to 
palliate the conduct of king James in 
committing the petitioning Bishops to 
the Tower. Your Petitioner is well 
aware, that that conduct was arbi- 
trary and tyrannical. But, your Pe-' 
titioner begs {eave to express his| 
doubt of its being more arbitrary or 
more tyrannical, and kis stjll stronger 
doubt of its being more cruel, than 
was the violent attack upon the peo- 
ple in Lancashire, in March 1817, by 
an armed force; the beating ‘and 
wounding of many of these people; 
the driving of great numbers of them, 
at the point of the bayonet, into jail: 
and jail-yards ; the keeping of them 
night as well as day in the open air 
under rain and in the dirt and without 
food; and, finally, the compelling of 
many of them to give bail to be of the 
peace and good behaviour for agreat 
length of time; though, as is well 
known to your Honourable House, 
these people had committed no crime, 
were in the commission of no crime, 
but, on the contrary, were assembled, 
ina ’ peaceable and orderly manner, in 
order to consult and agrée on petitions 
to your Honourable House, in’ pur- 
suance of one of ‘those well known 
rights, which the law expressly and 
emphatically declares to be the“ birth. 

right” of the people of Engtand. 

“But, your Petitioner need not re- 
fer to particular instances, whem it is 
notorious that the right of petition, 
where‘alone it is calculated to be of 
real use, is now wholly taken from 
the people ; when it is notorious, that 
they cannot, without the utmost peril 
to their own lives, met’ for the pur- 





pose of petitioning against any act of 
oppression however grievous and how- 
ever extensive in its effects; when it 
is notorious, that, if assembled for the 
purpose of petitioning, they are liable 
to be dispersed by furce of arms, at 
the sole will of persons appointed by 
the advice of the Ministers of the 


Crown; when it is notorious, that, if | 


they utter any words, though in the 
reading of a preposed petition, of 
which words those persons disapprove, 
they are liableto be so ‘seized by those 
persons, or by armed men at thei 


‘command, and, in case of resistance, 


to suffer “death. When these things 
are so perfectly notorious as they are, 
your Petitioner wil! ‘not insult the 
understandings of your Honourable 
House by any attempts to contrast 
them with the committing of six peti- 
tioning Bishops to the Tower of Lon- 
don. 

Furthermore, however, upon this 
subject your Petitioner would beseech 
your Honourable House to bear in 
mind, that, though king James the Se- 
cond did, in the arbitrary manner 
complained af, violate the right of pe- 
tition in one particular instance, there 
appears to be no proof of his having, 
on any other Occasion, much less as a 
general measure, forbidden the people 
to approach his Royal person with.a 
statement of their coinplaints and 
grievances; while your fonvurable 


“House cannot but well know, that ef 


that privilege the subjects of his pre- 
sit! Majesty have, by the interposition 


‘of evilsiminded sdndinelinds of .the 


Crown, long been deprived; it being 


notorious, that no subject of the king — 


is now permitted to. deliver his péti- 
tiun to the Regent, except at. such 
times and in such manner. and, with 
such restrictions agirender the delivery 
impossible to the far greater part of his 
Majesty’s people; and, indeed, 4d 

Petitionersdoubts not that your Hen- 


ourable House will readily odaih to the 


truth of the assertion, that; as far.as 
regards the people generall y, the right 
of petitioning the king is. now entirely 
reduced to that of petitioning those 


(/ 
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who have encroached upon and usurp- 
ed his just prerogatives and authority, 
and who, for many years, have treated 
the right itself,with every species of 
disregard, contumely, indignity and 
insul:. ¢ 

Considered as a proceeding against 
 seciti. us libellers” (as King James’s 
Cro\n Lawyers termed the six Bi- 
shops), your Honourable House will, 
doubtimss, remember, that these Keve. 
rend ,. crsons were offered by the king 
in Conucil te wemain at large upon 
giving hail 5, that, having refused to 
give bul, as contruty to law in such 
cases they were committed to prison ; 
that. i iving been afterwards tried, in 
the Court of King’s Bench, they 
were acquitted; and, that the Histo- 
rian relates, ‘* ween the wished-for 
*¢ verdict of Not Guilty was pro- 
«6 nounced, the intelligence was echo- 
ed through the hail, was conveyed 
* to the crowds without, wae carricd 
‘+ into the city, and was propagated 
‘¢ with infinite joy throughout the 
“* kingdom ;” upon the: recollection 
of which circumstances your Honour. 
able House will need no suggestion 
from your Petitioner to enable you to 
sce, in these proceedings, and in their 
effects upon the people, little other than 
a precedent for those in the case of 
Mar. lone ; but, in justice to the gen- 
tlemen of the long-robe in the reign 
of ‘king James, your Petitioner can- 
not refrain from adding, that the six 
Reverend Prelates jound able Law- 
yers boldly to defend them, and, that 


ton, Poilixfen, Treby and Somers ; 
names that may probably yet be re. 
membered with as much veneration as 
those of Garrow, Shepherd, Sidmouth, 
and Ellenborough, though, in con- 
foamity with the doctrines of these lat- 
ter, scores, and perhaps, huudreds of 
Englishmen have been, and now are, 
held to bail, or, in defsult thereof, shut 
up in a jail, on the charge (precious to 
conviction) of being seditious libellers. 
Respectfully submittting 'o the 
judgment of your Honourable Heuse, 
whether, as far as the questian is il!us- 
trated by the afore-mentioned acts of 
Oppression of king Jams, Oppres- 
sion now does, or does not. exsist in 
the United Kingdom, your Petitioner 
proceeds to. examine, in the same man- 
ner, the fourth head of accusation 
against that misguided king. 
4. ** By levying. money for and to 
** the use of the Crown, by the 
** pretence of Prerogative, for 
** other time, and in other man- 
‘*¢ ner, than the same was granted 
“¢ by Parliament.” 
- Before your Petitioner enters on 
any thing in the way of comparison as 
to this part of the subject; before he 
proceeds to shew how the public mo- 
ney was raised and expended in 1688, 
compared with the manner, in which 
it is now raised and expended, he be- 
‘seeches your Honourable House to in- 
dulge him, while he endeavours to 
show, that the closing words of this 
charge, to wit, ‘* in another manner 
** than the same was granted by par- 





some of the Judges (for it was a trial 
at Ber) thoogh then holding their 
places dering the pleasure of the king, 
declared themselves -in favour of the 
prisoners. : 

Your Honourable House will please 
to reoliect, that the Reverend Bi- 
‘shops refused to give bail on a charge 
“Of seditious libel, as being contrary to 
the law of the land ; and yet, as your 
‘Honourable House, donbtiess, need 
nat he informed, those Reverend per. 
sons had for their advisers the most 


‘ 





** Liament,” words, or words of somg- 
what the same import, your Peti- 
tioner finds in several other of the 
charges against king James ; words, 
if misinterpreted, of extremely dan- 
gerovs import; woids that may be 
strained to mean, that, if these same 
acts of king James had beeuw sanc- 
litioned by .a parliament, those 
acts, .though the very. same acts, 
would not have been ucts of oppression ; 
words, which, if that sense of them 
were adopted, would, sanction any 





“emineyt Lawyers of that day, amongst 
which advisers were Sawyer, Pembor- 


deeds of tyraony, even to the putting 
out of men’s eyes, or the cutting out 
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of their hearts, provided those deeds 
were perpetrated in pursuance of an 
act of Parliament. ' 

Your Petitioner has read, and often 
heard, that the king can do no wrong, 
though the statute book tells him, that 
king James was punished most severely 
as a wrong-doer, and that even his 
lineal heirs were deprived of the Crown 
for the wrongs done to the nation by 
him. Nevertheless, as far as the law 
really goes, and also as far as common 
sense goes, your Petitioner is chear- 
fully disposed to concur in the doctrine 


that the king ean do no wrong ; bul, | 


he never can so far give up his rights 
as an Englishman, who has a dirth- 
right in the laws; he never can. so 
completely surrender his reason, as to 
allow, that a Parliament can do no 
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up tosale by the king, thus actually 
taking away for eve? a part of every 
real estate; he is very sure, that the 
jails of England were not filled with 
debtors to the king; he is very sure, 
that men were not, under any circum. 
stances, punished with death or ¢rans- 
portation for being engaged -in smug. 
gling; he is sure, that king James 
never had a minister impudent and 
insolent enough to avow in open par- 
liament, that the use of ene part of 
the standing army was to assist in col- 
lecting the taxes. ' 

But, though your Petitioner has no 
precise facts to enable him, to state 
to your Honourable House any 
particulars as to the ¢émes and manner 
of king James’s raising money on his 
people, your Petitioner is enabled to 


trong, even though such Parliament | state, very precisely, what was the 


were really legally chosen by the Com- | amount of the money raised upon the 
| whole nation, annually, in the reign 


mons of the realm. 

Leaving what he has further to sub- 
mit on this subject to accompany his 
humble representations, relative to 
another article of charge, your Peti- 
tioner begs your Honourable House 
to bear in mind that this fourth charge 
against King James, is this, that he 
stepped aside from the letter of a 
money grant, as to the time and mode 
of raising taxes. ‘The accusers are so 
very indefinite as to this matter, that 
it is next to impossible for your Peti- 
tioner to guess at what they mean. 
He has do doubt, that King James 
raised money on the people by arbi- 
trary means; but, of this your Peti- 
tioner is very sure, that the Juries 
were not set aside in the deciding 
upon the quantity of men’s property 
that should be annually, and every 
year, taken from them ; heis very sure, 
that there were no contracts between 
landlord and tenant violated, by com- 
pelling the tenant to pay part of his 
rent to the king; he is very sure, that 
there were no boards of commissioners 


‘to over-haul men’s books and papers, 


and to decide, at their pleasure, on the 
sum that every man should pay; he is 
very sure, that a dax on the jand was 
uever made perpetual and then put 


| 








of this Oppressor, and that that 
amount was, at the close¥jof his op- 
pressive career, only (wo millions one 
hundred thousand pounds! Your 
humble Petitioner is afraid, that your 
Honourable House, accustomed as 
your ears are to the sublime and thun- 
dering sounds of hundreds of millions, 
will hardly be able to bring your 
senses down to the comprehension of 
what your Petitioner has now the 
honour to state. He fears, that your 
Honourable House will suppose him 
to be adverting to some little grant to 
an East India Company; to a Ger- 
man Auxiliary ; to a Military Chief ; 
to the erection of a Monument; or 
the repairing of a Speaker’s [louse. 
But, your Petitioner most humbly 
beseeches your Honourable House to 
be assured, that he is taking the liberty 
toaddress to your Honourable Housea 
precise statement of theannual amount 
of the whole of the money that the Op- 
pressor, James the Second, raised on his 
people for all the purpyses connected 
with his government, army, navy, civil 
list, and every other purpose ; aud your 
Petitioner nzed not remind your 





ffonourable House, that we now pay, 
on our salt alone, nearly two-thirds as 
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much as this whole sum, and that we 
pay on our beer alone, wore than four 
times as muchas this whole sum. , In 
the reign of this Oppressor, the people 
paid, yearly, on,an average, four 
shillings cach in-taxes; and, .as, your 
Honourable House well, knows, they 
now pay yearly more.than four pounds 
cach on an average, including every 
man, woan, and.child. In the reign 
of this Oppressor, the labouring man 
paid, probably, sexpence,in taxes ont 
of, every eighteen, shillings of | his 
earnings; and your Honourable House 
well knows, that he nuw pays fen 
shillings out of every eighteen shil- 
lings of bis earnings. . Iu the reign o: 
this Oppressor, the Poor Rates were 
estimated. at two hundred and fifty 


thousund pounds a yca@r, or one quarter | 


of a millitun; aud your [lonourable 
House well knows, that the Poor 
Rates now amount to upwards of 
iwelve millions a year. 

Therefore, though your Petitioner 
by no means attempts to justify the 
conduct of king James, in any of his 


measures fur getting the money of 


the people into his own hands, it. is, 
your Putiioner humbly presumes jto 
think, clearly true, that, after all has 
been said, King James’s could not 
have bee a very cruel kind of pecu- 
cuniary oppressiou, or, that, if it was 
such, our language affords no words 
sufficient to describe the taxing system 
of the present day. 

Aware of the loudly professed _at- 
tachment of your Honourable House 
to the principles which placed. the 
House of Bounswick. on. the Throne, 
your Peti-ioner. would fain anticipate 
a feeling of indignation in your 


“Honourable House at the bare mention 
ye | 3 SA 
of @ standing army tn lime of peace. 


“* 5, By raising and keeping a Stand. 
** ing Army within this Kingdom 
“in time of Peace. without con- 
$¢ sent of Parliament, and quar- 
** tering soldiers contrary to 
Law.” | 

King James, as far as your Peti- 

tioner has been able to collect, had 





Comparisons, in such cases, being 
odious, your humble Petitioner will, 
upon this subject, presume.to. offer 
none. But, as your Honourable 
House will perceive, king James was 
accused of quartering his soldiers con- 
trary to law; upon which your Peti- 
tioner has only to observe, that Black- 
stoue, in his Commentaries, says : 
“* Nothing ought to.be more guarded 
*‘ against.in a free state, than making 
‘the military power, when such a 
“* one is necessary to be kept. on foot, 
** @ body too distinct from the people. 


«+ LIKE OURS, therefore, it should 


‘*- be wholly composed of natural sub- 
66 jects 3 it ought onlyto beenlisted fora 
‘+ short limited time ; the soldiers should 
*¢ live intermixed with the people ; no 
‘¢ separate.camp, no barracks, no in- 
*¢ land fortresses should be allowed.” 
The head of your Petitioner droops, 
as he transcrites these words : that 
the heads of your Honourable House 
will droop when you shall hear them 
read, is more than your humble Peti- 
tioner will venture to say. 


King James, did, indeed, up keep a 


Standing army in time of peace; but 


his army was wholly composed. of na- 
tural subjects, and your Petitioner 
hopes, that, with all the vices of that 
king, he would not have caused Eng- 
lishmen to be publicly flogged, in the 
town of Ely or any where-else, under 
the guard ef German bayonets and 
sabres, King James did keep up 2 
standing army in time of peace ;. but 


your Petitioner hepes, ; and believes, 
that king James, Oppressor as he was, 


never employed any part of that army 
to collect taxes in Ireland ,nor to at- 


tack his. English subjects, met,in 2 


peaceable and orderly manner, to 
agree on humble petitions to, be, pre- 
sented’ to Parliament. King James 


did, keepiup.a standing army in time of 


peace;, but, nyre Ps aR APES mes, Was, 
he, never employed. his ,aficérs, and 
soldiers as spies on. his people, and 
never cut the soldiers. off. from all in- 
tercourse with the people; by, making 
it death for the latter, to attempt what 
may; be construed. into a, seducing of 
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the former. King James did keep up 


a standing army in time of peace, and | 


(your humble Petitioner begs and prays 
your Honourable House well to remem- 
ber the fact) that army, clearly seeing 
the liberties of their country in dan- 
ger, abandoned king James and sided 
with their fathers, brothers and friends. 
Your Petitioner, aware that king 
James, kept a standing army in time 
of peace ** without consent of parlia- 
** ment,’ will now preceed humbly to 
state to your Honourable ,House the 
further suggestious of your Petitioner’s 
mind relative to that saving clause of 
this charge. [t will not, your Peti- 
tioner humbly presumes, be believed, 
affected to be believed, or by any 
means be held forth, by persons in 
their sober seases, that Oppression is 
not Oppression if perpetrated by a 
body of men, any more than that mur- 
der is not murder if perpetrated by a 
band instead of by a single ruffian. 
Neither willit, yous Petitioner is sure, 
be pretended to be delieved, that Par- 
liaments can do nothing that i is wrong ; 
or, that the nation is bound to ac- 
quiesce in their decisions, be thase 
decisions what they may, be the 
Houses constituted as they may, and 
be the manner what it may in which 
the Members may have been collected 
together. Your Petitioner is sure 
that this will not be pretended to 
be believed, especially by any Mem- 
bers of your Honourable House ; for 
then you would be reduced to the ne- 
cessity of acknowledging, that all those 
acts were legal and right, which were 
done by the Long Parliament, amongst 
which acts were the trying and be- 
heading of a king and the establishing 
of a Republican Government in Eng- 
land. For these reasons, which ap- 
pear quite conclusive to the mind of 
your Petitioner, he humbly presumes 
to express his lively hope, that your 
Honourable, House. will fully concur 
with him in the opinion, that O) pres- 
sion is stil! Oppression, whether with 
or without consent of Parliament ; 
and. that those acts, which amounted 
to Oppression in king James, must, if 
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done bya Parliament or through a 
Parliament or with a Parliament, be 
ill deemed acts of Oppression, and 
must, in yeason and jusiee, bring 
down on the heads of the perpetrators 
all the consequences naturally belong. 
ing to deeds of a nature so walignani 
and in their effects so extensively mis- 
chievous. 


* Proceeding, then, upon the grounds 
pointed out by reason and by plain 
common sense, namely, that a body or 
band or combination of men may, to 
all intents and purposes, be as, cor- 
rupt, as foolish, as obstinate, as per- 
verse, as rapacious, as malignant, as 
tyramnical, as much usurpers of un- 
lawful power, and as jus'ly obnoxious 
to the vengeance of an injured people, 
as any single man, uuder whatever 
title, can possibly be; proceeding 
upon mp grounds, your humbie Pe- 
titioner beseeches your Honourable 
Hise: to be well persuaded, that the 
people of the United Kingdom, in 
making a comparative estimate of the 
deeds of king James aud those of the 
present day, will not, if they should 
find the former excceded in turp tude 
and cruelty by the latter, deem their 
claim to redress and justice as being 
barred by the circumstance, that the 
deeds of the present day may have been 
perpetrated by a combination of bo- 
rough-dealers ard not by the king o: 
his family. Your Petitioner be- 
seeches, prays, implores your Honour- 
able House to believe and to be con- 
vinced, that there are none of His Ma- 
jJesty’s subjects, who are so very weak 
of intellect, as to think that ** consent 
** of parliament’”” can make a dan- 
geon, a halter, or an axe, something 
other than a dungeon, a halter, or an 
axe. | 

King James, of whose guilt as an 
Oppressor no man doubts less than 
your humbl« Petitiouer, was, further 
charged with the affences following, to. 
wit: 


‘* 8. By prosecutions in ibe Court of 
** King's. Bench, for matters and 
“ causes cogoizable only in Parlia- 
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*‘ ment; and by divers other arbitrary | and even to enquire into their con- 
* and illegal courses. duct, when urged so to do by the 
* 9. Aud whereas of late years, partial, | party complaining. 
“corrupt, and unqualified persons}; The returning of men to serve on 
“have been returned and served on} Jurics, which men were not frechold- 
“Jurics in Trials, and particularly | ers, and which men were partial and 
divers Jurocs in Trials for High corrupt, as is specified in charge the 
“ Treason, which were not Free-hold- 9th, was an offence which it would be 
6 eis, ' a impossible to palliate ; but, your Pe. 
“10. And excessive Bail hath been re- | titioner finds here no complaint rela- 
“quired of persons committed in cri- | tive to the packing of farmers, tenants 
** minal Cases, to elude the benefit of | of those who were interested in put- 
* the Laws made for the Liberty of | ting innocent men to death ; he finds 
“ the Subjects. , nothing of Special Juries ; and he 
“11. And excessive Fines have been | thinks that no Judge in the reign of 
* imoosed 5 and illegal and cruel pun- | king James, not even the corrupt and 
* ishments inflicted. bloody Jerrries, who was actually 
“© 12. And several grants and promises | kicked and cuffed by the people at 
« made of Fines and Forfeitures, be- | the Revolation till he died; your 
“ fore any conviction or judgment | Petitioner thinks, that even this bold 
“against the persons, Upon whom | and bloody man, would not have 
«« the same were levie?.” ‘ | dared to state in open court, that the 
With regard to the 8th charge, your | Master of the Crown Office (a person 
Petitioner believes, that it alluded | selected by the advisers of the Crown) 
solely to the case ef the Earl of De- | had an absolute right to nominate, 
vonshire, who had been prosecuted | that is to say to choose, all the persons 
for a misdemeanor in the usual conrse | to serve on Special Juries, that is to 
of legal proceedings, while the Earl! say, those juries which the Crowa 
contended, that the court had no/ Prosecutors may, and do, choose to 
jurisdiction in such casc, he having | try all the alledged or pretended mis- 
Parliamentary privilege. Your Pe-|demeanours which they choose to 
titioner’s humble capacity can dis-| prosecute. Your Petitioner, how- 
cover no good ground for this ex- | ever, afier what has so recently trau- 
emption of Members of either House | spired, with regard to juries; after the 
from liability to the usual course of | struggles of Mr. Wooxer and Mr. 
law. But, if this proceeding was | Honr, and after the official report to 
wrong ; if it did deserve to be styled an | the Common Council of London, has 
act of Oppression, your Petitioner | no need to waste the time of your 
begs leave to remind your Honourable | Honourable House in any comparison 
House, that a Noble Losd, a gallant | relative to the state of juries in the 
Naval Commander, a faithful repre- | reign of king James and of those of the 
sentative of a public-spirited city, has, | present day. But, it is impossible to 
in this our day, not only been pro- | hear this charge of 1688, without ob- 
secuted in the Court of King’s Bench | serving, that king James is not 
for alledged misdemeanours, but that |charged with having | transported 
he has been seized, on the ground of | numerous persons without a trial by 
such charse, even within the wajls of }a Jury of any description, which, as 
your Honourable House; and that} your Honourable House well knows 
your Honourable House, so far from} has been now done for many years 
complaining, has sanctioned and given | past, and is still done, though, as 
¢ompiete countenance to, all these your Petitioner confesses, not ** wtth- 





— 








‘and other proceedings of the like | ‘* out consent of Parliament”; for it 


character, and has refused to adopt | has ‘becn, and is, done in virtue of 
any proceedings against the Judges, the 14th and 15th clauses ef an aot 
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passed in 1807, and which act was 
the last gift which Mr. Grattan’s 
public-spirit, and his gratitude to his 
native country, induced him to be- 
stow upon that country. 

With regard to the requiring of 
excessive bail and to the imposing of 
heavy fines, your Petitioner has no 
particulars to enable him to judge o 
the criines of king James in this 
respect; and, therefore your Peti- 
tioner canrot say, whether king 
James’s Judges did more than fine a 
mai athousund pounds, keep him in 
a felon's jail dwo years, and make him 
give bail in ¢hree thousand pounds 
with two sureties in one thousand 
pounds each, for the peace and good 
behaviour for sevtn years afterwards, 
aud all this for having reprobated the 
act of flugging English Local Militia 
men, in the heart of i.ngland, under a 
guard of German soldiers. Your Pe. 
titioner cannot say, whether king 
James’s Judges did more than has 
been done to Messrs. Winterbothum, 
White, Lovel, Leigh and John Hunts, 
and to so many others, that, were 
your Petitioner to name the half of 
them, and to state the nature of their 
cases, his Petition would be exceeded 
in bulk by scarcely any compilation 
except that of the Acts of your 
Honourable House. _ 

Your Petitioner cannot, in advert- 
ing to the 12th charge against king 
James, discover what could be the 
reason for his making grants and 
promises of fines and forfeitures 
before conviction; that is to say, your 
Petitioner cannot conceive, why his 
said Majesty should have taken upon 
himself the odium of doing this, since, 
as your Honourable House well 
knows, acts of Parliament might 
easily have been made for the purpose 
of supporting hundreds of persons by 
the means of a share in fines and for- 
feitures. Your Honourable House 
knows, that under the stamp-laws, 
and numerous other revenue laws, the 
fines and forfeitures might have been 
fairly divided between the informer 
and the Crown ; that thus, every man 








might have been matle, by law, a spy 
upo? his neighbour; thatt he-e might, 
thus, have been establish d a complete 
co-partuership of plunder between 
the makers of the laws and the vile 
wretches whv became their informers; 
and the only reasen, which. after 
much thought on the. sibjoct, the 
mind of your Petitioner can discover 
for king Jam-s’s not having resorted 
to these simple means, ts, that, in Aes 
day, no Parliament could be found 
capable of passing such Acts. 

Your Petitioner, coming now to the 
only remaining charge egainst king 
James, has humbly to beg the pardon 
of your Honourable Efouse for having 
broken the order of statement, and 
reserved the seventh charge to be no. 
ticed the last; but, your Petitioner, 
taught by long attention and obserya- 
tion, and admonished by : vidences of a 
nature less intellectual, has so perfect 
a knowledge of the fine feelings, of the 
extreme sensibility, of your Honour- 
able House, with regard to all matters, 
which are, in the most distant degree, 
connected with the purity of your 
Honourabite House, that he has de- 
ferred, to the last possible moment, 
the charge on that head, against king 
James, a subject which he even now 
approaches not without the most tre- 
mulous anxiety’ Nevertheless, em- 
boldened by reflecting on the great in- 
dulgence of your Honourable House, 
your Petitioner will now proceed 


humbly to state the said charge, to 


wit :— 

“7, By violating the freedom of 
election for Members to serve in Par- 
liament.”’ 

Your Petitioner begs leave to ob- 
serve, that the word hy, here made 
use of, refers to the preamble of the 
list of charges, which preamble de- 
clares, that ** the late king James the 
“¢ Second, by the assistance of divers 
“ evil counsellors, judges, and minis- 
‘¢ fers, did endeavour to subvert the 
“ Protestant Religion and she Laws and 
‘© Liberties of this kingdom.” And then 
follows the charges, stating ‘he means, 
which he employed ;* and; amongst 
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these means, was, violating the-freedom 
of election of Members to serve in 
Parliament ; so that, as your Honour- 
able House will clearly perceive, to 
violate the freedom of election, is to 
endeavour, to svbvert the laws and li- 
berties of the kingdom. 

It is alledged, with regard to this 
descripuon of king James’s acts of 
Oppression, fhat he, by divers means, 
did, in ¢z0 or three instances, so model 
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the boronghs and corporations to his ; 


liking, that the election of the Mem. 
bers, in those places, was, ‘in readity, 
“ nothing different trom the king’s nam- 
“ine the members; im which opinion 
of the Historian your Honourable 
House will readily concur; but, then, 
your Petitioner humbly hopes, that 
your Honourable House will not think 
that, if Members be nominated, or 
named, by any other individual, or 
individuals, whether Lords or Rich 
Commoners, and if the people, the 
commons of the Kingdom, have no 
more to say in the matter than have 
the Negroes of Africa; if such be 
the case, your Petitioner humbly 
hopes, that your Honourable House 
will not think, and not suppose that 
anybody else will think, that the peo- 
ple are, in the smallest degree, bene- 
fitted by this difference in the title or 
rank‘ of the nominators. Your Peti- 
tivner does hope, that, were it only 
for decency’s sake, a nomination of 
Members by a king will not be thought 
more injurious or more dishonourable 
to his people, than a nomination by 
Jews, Nabobs, Bank-note makers, or 
even by then, whatever their titles may 
be, who have acquired immense estates 
through the means of grants from the 
Crown, and of enormous Sijnecures 
and Pensions. Your Petitioner does 
hope, that king Jamis: might be al- 
lowed to nominate as many Members 
asa late Purser in the Navy, without 


exciting any more hatred and abhor-' 


reuce, and without incurring any 
greater vengeance, than would be due 
to that Purser. 
Your humble Petitioner, in order to 
obtain light upon this important sub- 
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ject, has, with all becoming respect 
and reverenee, looked into the records 
of your Honourable House, where he 


finds a Petition, presented by the Ho. - 


nourable Charles Grey, in the year 
1793, affirming and offering to prove, 
that a very great majority of the Mem. 
bers of the then Honourable Houce 
were actually mominated by the private 
patronage of one hundred and Sixty 
two persons ; and your Petitioner begs 
to be permitted humbly to state, that 
he has never understood, ‘that this 
practice of private nomination has, 
since that year, experienced any dimi- 
‘Fhis species of Oppression 
might, for any thing by your Peti- 
tioner known to the contrary, have 
been carried to great lengths in the 
time of king James; it might have 
shown avery bold and profligate face; 
but your Petitioner humbly begs leave 
to express his doubts of the fact, that 
the selling and buying of seats, and 
the bartering of votes in Parliament 
for places and pensions, were, in king 
James’s reign, more “ notorjous than 
** the Sun at noon-day 3” while he is 
very sure, that, in king James’s reign, 
no men ever had the infamous ef- 
frontery to hold forth that noto- 
riety as a reason for awarding im- 
punity to the perjured wretches guilty 
of the practice. : 

The accusers of king James, besides 
making the afore-mentioned specilic 
charges, add thereunto the general 
charge of haying followed. “ divers 
“other arbitrary and illegal courses.” 
Your Petitioner has no doubt that 
king James’s other courses wero eX” 
tremely arbitrary. and illegal; . but, 
your Petitioner can hardly believe, or, 
at ieast, he has never been able to dis- 
cover, that king James sanctioned, and 
abetted, and protected a. Company of 
Merchants in refusing payment of their 
promissory notes and in thus commit- 
‘ting a daring fraud upon the whole 
nation. Your Petitioner has never 
heard, that king James ever made any 
new law of treason; that he ever ep- 
tertained projects for making the poor 
emigrate by force, or for preyeuting 
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them from enjoying the pleasures of , your Honourable House, in the most 


the marriage-bed; that he ever at- | 


solemn manner, that, if it should un- 


tempted, thought of, or dreamt of, thappily ever become manifest to him, 


shutting up in dungeons any of his 
subjects whom he pleased, when he 
pleased, where he pleased, and so 
keeping them shut up as long as he 
pleased, without any other cause as- 
signéd or to be conjectured than his 
own absolute, will; and, if the fact 
had warranted it, well assured is your 
Petitioner, that king James’s accusers 
would not have failed to charge him 
with having hired spies to act as pre- 
tended associates of his discontented 
people, and thereby to instigate these 
latter to the commissicn of pretended 
treasons, and that, too, for the purpose 
of procuring their denunciation and 
death, and, thereby, confirming his 
own despotic sway. King James, not- 
withstanding all his faults, all his Op. 
pressions, had, as your Honourable 
Honsé must well know, still many 
faithful and devoted adherents in’ ail 
parts of the kingdom ; but your humble 
Petitioner is convinced, that your 
Honourable House will ‘be satisfied, 
that, if King James had been even 
suspected of "bile able to endure the 
idéa of resorting to hired and per- 
jured spies and of carrying on with 
such monsters a traffick in human 
blood, he would not have had one 
single adbéerent, upon the face of the 
whole earth, but that every just and 
good mati it the world would have 
envied the hand that should have car- 
ried a dagger to his heart. 

Your Petitioner has, new humbly 
stated to your Honourable House such 
facts, observations and reasonings as 
appéared to hiny necessary to the solu. 
tion of the interéstiig question moot- 
ed dt thé out-set of this his humle 
petition, namely, whether Oppression 
now does. or doe not, ‘exist in the 
United Kingdom ; “a dadstion of a 
mature too nice in itself and moch 
too important’ in its consequences: ‘to 
stffer your Petitioner to presume to 
decide upon it; but, in most respect. 
folly submitting this question entirély 
to the wisdom of your Honourable 


House, he beys leave to’ déclare to 





that Oppression dves exist in that 
country, the laws of which are his 
birth-right, he will, to the utmést of 
his power, exercise, and advise and 
urge others to exercise, the immutable 
right and duty of Resistance, as ac- 
knowledged and established by the 
laws and usages of England. 

This being, therefore, a possible 
contingency, your Petitioner will now 
proceed most humbly, and with the 
greatest deference, to state to your 
Honourable House his notions with 
regard to the means, the use of which 
is justifiable in the Resistance of Op- 
pression. 

Your Honourable House has not 
to learn, that, in the case of King 
James, secret conspiracies were formed 
by the discontented ; that secret cor 
respondencies were carried on with 
the chief of: a foreign na tion ; that 
that chief was invited to invadé En ig 
land with a foreign army ; that he did, 
so attended, invade England: that 
thos’ who had been confided in by the 
king betrayed him; that his military 
commanders, in breach of their oaths 
to the king, went over, with their 
troops, to the invader; that, in skort, 
there were no means, ei/her of forca 
or of fraud, that were not employed, 
or ready to be employed, against this 
4H gery of the people, this violator 

the laws of .the land, this subverter 
of the rights and liberties of the king- 
dom ; and, that those men, who had 
acted the most forward and officious 
part against their late sovereign, such 
as the then Karl of Devonshire, were 
rewarded with new titles, or higher 
titles, or other distinctions or emolu- 
ments. 

It will not, your Petitioner is sure, 
be pretended, that this Resistance 
wotld not have been as lawful, and 
quite’ as honourable, if it had been 
made by the people of England withe 
out the aid of a Dutch army, and 
Without the coisént and concurrence 
of any foreiguer- whatsoever: for, it 
wonl re Honourable House will 
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clearly perceive, be absuri) and mon- 
strous to suppose, that the Oppression 
was to remain for ever un-resisted, 
uni! Resistance could obtain the ap- 
probatiou of some foreign Power ; and, 
indeed, your Honourable House will 
further perceive, that a change of dy- 
nasty effected by a foreig» force is iv 
danger of appearing more like a Con- 
quest thana Revolution. On the sup- 
position, that the king’s officers and 
soldiers bad remaived faithful, and that 
the Dutch -rmy had been defeated, 
your Honourab'e House will certainly 
not believe, that the Right of Resist- 
ance mois have ceased with that defeat, 
but will be convinced, that, seeing 
that the king was irresistible by open 
force, the peovle would have had a 
perf-ct right to assail him with any 
means within their power, and that 
the most laudable means would have 
been the most effectual and the most 
speedy. . 

Upon a subject so very important 
as this, involving such serious consi- 
derations of a moral and religious 
nature, your petitioner will not trust 


his own pen, but will beseech your 


Ifonourable House to permit him to 
weave into his humble Petition a pas- 
sage of a Cheap-Tract written in the 
time of the Protector, Cromwe tt, 
and this Tract your Petitioner appeals 
to with the more confidence in the 
sbundness of its principtes, seeing that 
it was published in French, in 1801 


and 1802, by Cox and Baylis, Lon- 


don, for a Monsieur Bouvet, who 
was the translator ; that it was printed 
for the purpose of being circulated 
gratis in France; and that the transla- 
tion, and the printing were paid for 
by the government. Your Petitioner 
having a perfect knowledge of all 
these facts, can have no scruple in 
making. a quotation from the said 
Cheap Publication, in all the principles 
of which, he doubts not, your Ho- 
nourable TIouse will fully cencur, 
seeing that they are built on the pre- 
cepts and examples of the greatest and 
most virtuous of mankind. 

“¢ TERTULLIAN says, that, against 
“€ greatest virtue, So were most 








** common enemies, and those that are 
“traitors to the. Common-wealth, 
* every man isa soldier. The Gre. 
** cians, as XENOPHON tells us, who 
‘* suffered not murderers to come into 
** their Temples, in those very Temples 
‘‘ erected statues to those that killed 
* tyrants, thinking it fit to place their 
‘* deliverers amongst their Gods. The 
*- Greeks, says Cicero, attributed the 
*-honours of the Gods to those 
SS that killed tyrants: what have | 
** seen in Athens and other cities of 
© Greece! What religion paid to such 
** men! What songs! What praises! 
‘* By which they were consecrated to 
immortality and almost deifi-d! [a 
*« Athens, by Soton’s law, death was 
*¢ not only decreed for the tyrant that 
‘* oppressed the State, but forall those 
‘* who took any charge, or did bear 
‘* any othice, while the tyranny re- 
“ mained. Pato tells us the course 
‘they took with tyrants in Greece. 
*¢ If, says he, the tyrant cannot be ex- 
*¢ pulsed by accusing him. to the citi- 
}‘* gens, then by secret practices they 
** dispatch him. 

*¢ Amongst the Romans, the V.- 
*““ LERIAN law was, that, .whosoever 
** took magistracy upon him, without 
** command of the people, it was law- 
** fulfor any manto kill, Prutarci 
*© makes this law more severe: that 
** it was lawful, by that law, before 
‘S any judgment passed, to kill him 
*‘ who but aspired to tyranny. Like- 
‘¢ wise the Consular law, which wai 
“* made after the suppression of the 
“tyranny of the Decemvirate, made 
“it lawful to kill any man that went 
“about to create Magistrates, with- 
‘‘ out reference and appeal to the peo- 
“ple. By these laws, and ionumer- 
*‘ able testimonies of authors, if ap- 
‘¢ pears, that the Romans had learned 
‘* from the Grecians what was the na- 
** tural remedy against atyrant; nor 
“ did they honour those less whodurst 
‘apply theremedy. Poxysius says, 
** speaking ef conspiracies, those that 
** conspire against tyrants are mot the 
** worst and meanest of the citizens, 
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‘ but the most generous and those of 


those who conspired against Julius 
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“with jnstice as well as courage; 


“* the net as well as the spear and the 
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“ Cesar: he himself thought Bru-, 
“mus worthy to succeed him if the | 
“ empire of the world. And Crcexo, | 
“who had the title of father of the | 
“country, if he were pot conscious | 
“ of the design, yet he, at least, af- | 
“‘ fected the honour of being thought | 
‘so. Whatact, says he, more glo-| 
‘“ rious, mere worthy of eternal me- | 
“ mory hath been done in the world ! 

“In this design I willingly suffer my- | 
“self to be included. He tells us | 
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*¢ do presumptuously and submit to no 
“decision of justice. Who can read 
** this, and think that 2 tyrant ought 
“to live? But, certainly, neither 
“¢ that nor any other law were to any 
** effect, if there were no way to put 
‘it in execution. But, in a tyrant’s 
* case process and citation have no 
*¢ place, and, if we wait for formal 
** remedies against him, we are sure to 
“have none. ‘There is small hopes 
°C of justice, where the malefactor has 


“ what all virtuous Romans thought |“ the power to cundemn the judge. 


** of the factas well ashe. All good 
‘“men, says he, as muclit as lay in 
“them, killed Cesar: some wanted 
‘* capacity, some courage, others op- 
* portunity, but none the will to do 
‘* it——But yet we have not declared 
*‘ the extent of their scverity against 
‘a tyrant. They exposed him fo 
* fraud as well as to force, and left 
‘‘ him no security in oaths and com- 
‘¢ pacts; that neither law nor reli- 
** gion might defend him that violated 
“both. Brutus says, witha tyrant 
“the Romans think that no faith 
** should be kept, and no religion ob- 
“served of an oath. Seneca gives 
‘“‘ the reason: Whatever, says he, 
** there was of mutual obligation be- 
** tween us, his destroying the laws of 
“human society has dissolved, so 
** those that thought fraud ‘might be 
** practised against an enemy; those 
“ that prefessed to manage their arms 


** those that thought faith ought to be 
“* kept with the perfidious; : yet they 
* all thought that a tyrant could re. 
“* ceive no injustice but to be let live, 
** and that the most lawful way to de- 
“ stroy him was the readiest, whether 
“° by force or by fraud; for, against 
“* beasts of prey men use the toil and 


** lance. 

“ Many more testimonies mizht I 
“* pring ; for it is harder to make 
*¢ choice than to find plenty ; but, I 
“ shafl conclude with authorities that 
*¢ are much more authentic, and exam- 
“ ples we may much more safely imi- 
“¢ tate.——The Law of God itself de- 





“¢ creed certain death to him that would 


ce 





All remedy, therefore, against 
‘“Catyrant is Exup's dagger, without 
“* which alllaws were fruitless and we 
“helpless. ‘This is the high Court of 
“¢ Justice whither Moses brought the 
“ Egyptian; whither Kuup brought 
“ Eston; whither Sampson brought 
“the Philistines ; whither Samuer 
“ brought Agag; whither Jenotpa 
“brought Athaliah; whither Jaer 
“ brought Sisera ; and whither Jenu 
“6 brought the she-tyrant Jezebel, who 
“¢ had caused Naporn to be murdered 
“6 on a false charge of blasphemy—— 
“The example of Euup shows us 
‘‘ the natural, and almost the only, 
‘remedy against a tyrant, and the 
“way to free an oppressed people 
“ from the slavery of insulting Moa- 
“ bites: it is done by prayers and 
“¢ tears, with the help of a dagger; by 
“crying to the Lord, and the left 
“hand of an Exup. Devotion and 
“ action go well together ; for, believe 
“it, a tyrant is not of that kind of 
“ Devil that is to be cast out only by 
‘¢ fasting and prayer. And here the 
‘¢ Lord sHows us what he thought a fit 
“ message to send a tyrant from him- 
“self: a dagger of a cubit in his 
“ belly: and every worthy man that 
“ desires to be an Knup, a deliverer of 
“his country, zill strive to be the 
‘“* Messenger.” 

Your Petitioner beseeches your Ho- 
nourable House to believe, that mere 
names and sounds are no longer capa- 
ble of amusing us; that we are indig- 
nant at the thought of being called 
upon to execrate King James for 
having disarmed certain Protestants 


and for having armed Papists, while 

















we are called upon to applaud those 
who have disarmed, generally, the 
natural born subjects of the king, 
both Protestants and Papists, while 
they have brought in, armed, and kept 
on foot, for many years, in the heart 





of the kingdom, an army of foreign 
Papists; aud that we are not such 
brute beasts as to think that we have 
gained any thing, by the expelling of 


a king, who aimed at nominating}: 


Members to the House of Commons, 
while we see, that the descendants of 
those, who took the lead in that ex- 
pulsion, aud who were well rewarded 
for their services, now take the lead 


in actually nominating a complete | 


Majority of your Honourable House, 
and while we are reprobated, abused, 
insulted, and mest cruelly punished, 
for complaining of this intolerable 
grievance. 

Therefore, having now most re: 
spectfully submitted to. your Hovour- 
able House a frank exposition of his 
thoughts relative to the Right of Re- 


sisting Oppre-siom, and relative to the: 


means that may lawfully be employed 
in such Resistance, whether the Op- 
pressor be ong or whether he be 
many, your Petitioner thinks it his‘ 
duty to add, iv terms the most dis- 


_-tinet,. that be imputes not tyranny 


nor Oppression to His Majesty, or to 
any part of His Royal Family ; and 
further, thathe most anxiously wishes, 


hopes, and therefore prays, that your: 


Honourable House will be pleased 
speedily to remove every doubt upon 


this subject from his mind, and from. 
the minds of his Countrymen, by: 


taking from. the: Borough-Usurpers 
the power of choosing the Members 
of yeur Honourable House, and b 

iestoring to us, the people at large, 
“hose Annual! Parliaments and that 
Universal Suil age, which are ours in 
reason, in justice, and by the Laws of 
the Land, and without which we cau 
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never enjoy the fair fruits of our 
labour nor have an. hour’s security 
for our personal liberty or out lives. 
And your Petitioner, 
As ‘in humble duty bound, 
Shall ever pray, 
Wm. COBBETT. 
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To the Public: -spirted and Be SOT, 
ent Electors of Westminster. 


GentLemenThe very flattering re- 
ception that I experienced this’ day 
in offering myself asa CANDIDATE 
for your populous andrespectabte City, 
and the liberal and disinterested Sup. 
port F have received from many new 
and unexpected quarters, afford me the 
strongest assurances of complete and 
distinguished Success. 

I was not mistaken when'I caleu- 
lated on your public ‘spirit and inde- 
pendence, and the salutary lesson that 
wads this day given td those who would 
monopolize your favour; and’ exclude 
every one whois not within the cir- 
cumscribed spheré of their ‘influérce, 
cannot fail of producing‘a: suitable im- 
pression in the quarter where it is most 
wanted and desired. My course is 
plain and direct, and disdains' all'sub- 
terfuge or studied ornaments of speech 
— Universal Suffrage and ‘Annual Par- 
liaments, and- an opposition to all laws 


‘that have a tendency to curtail'the Li- 
‘berties: of the People, ‘and oppress and 


starve the Poor. If you feelin earnest 


upon these great and important points, — 


I may confidently rely upon your sup- 
port: if not, it is of Jitth consequente 
for whom or what Party you give your 
votes; all hopes-of emancipating our 
Country from its present disgraceful 
thraldom is ‘at anend, ‘and our’ ruin 
and degradation is coniplete. 
Iam, Gentlemen, .- 
Your faithful and devoted Servént, 


HENRY HUNT. 
Crown agd Anchor Tavern, June 1, 1818. 





“Entered at Siaentes ball. 
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